Rulings on lost property (al-luqtah), Especially lost property, such as money, luggage, and any 
animals that need to be protected from small predators, such as sheep, young camels and 
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The Hadeeth of Zayd ibn Khaalid al-Juhani (may Allaah be pleased with him), who said: “The 
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was asked about lost gold and 
silver. He said, ‘Know the details of the purse and the string, then announce it for a year. If no one 
claims it, then dispose of it, and it is like a trust in your hands. Then if the owner comes along 
some day, give it to him.” He was asked about the sheep, and he said, “Take it, because either it is 
for you, or your brother, or the wolf.” He was asked about lost camels, and he said, “What has it 
got to do with you? It has its water, it can walk to find water and it can eat trees until its owner 
finds it.” (Agreed upon , i,e this Hadith is in Both Sahih al-Bukhari & Muslim). 


This hadeeth indicates that it is obligatory to know exactly what the lost property is. The phrase 
“Know the purse and the strings” indicates that it is obligatory to know what it looks like, so that 
if the owner comes and describes it properly, it can be given to him, but if his description is at odds 
with the true description, then it is not permissible to give it to him. The meaning of the phrase 
“Know the purse and the string” also refers to the kind of purse or wallet that money is kept in and 
the way it is fastened or tied up. 


The meaning of the phrase “then announce it for a year” is that it should be mentioned to people 
in the places where they gather, such as in market places and by the doors of the mosque at prayer 
time etc. Announcements should not be made in the mosques themselves, because the mosques 
are not built for that, and the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever 
hears a man making an announcement about lost property in the mosque, let him say, ‘May Allaah 
never return it to youl’. 


“A year” means for one full year. In the first week after it is found, it should be announced every 
day, because it is more likely that the owner will come in that first week. After that it should be 
announced as often as is customary among the people. 


This was the method of announcing lost property in the past. Nowadays people should make lost 
and found announcements in whatever way is appropriate. What matters is achieving the desired 
result, so one must do whatever it takes to return property to its rightful owner. 


The phrase “If no one claims it, then dispose of it” indicates that the finder takes possession of the 
property after one year has passed and after announcing it, but he should not dispose of it before 
he knows exactly what it is, i.e., until he knows “the purse and the string”, and he knows its value, 
nature and description. If the original owner comes along some time later, and describes it 
accurately, he should then give it to him, because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) said: “If someone comes looking for it some day, then give it to him.” 


It is not permissible for anyone to pick up any kind of lost property unless he can be sure that he 
will deal with it properly and is able to make the necessary announcements until he finds the owner. 
Whoever does not feel that he can trust himself to do this is not allowed to pick it up. If he does 
pick it up, then he is like one who takes something wrongfully, because he took the property of 
someone else in a manner that is not permissible, and because by taking it he is causing the property 
of another person to be lost. 
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